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Dear Parents,

We are looking forward to another amazing year of Summer Camp here at Silver Lake Nature
Center. We will be exploring the preserve through interpretive walks, playing active nature-
themed games, building nature-inspired crafts, and learning while we have a wonderful time!

We will be outside a majority of the time in many different types of weather, so just as a
reminder, your children should come in clothes they don’t mind getting wet or dirty as well as
wear shoes that are securely attached to their feet (closed toed shoes or secure sandals are
preferable).

Please apply any sunscreen or bug spray you feel is necessary before they arrive at camp; if
you feel the need to pack it with them, they can reapply outside as needed (however, bug spray
can harm the creatures, like pond insects, that we might catch, so we will ask that they wash
their hands after reapplying).

If your child will have any visiting aides, please schedule with me ahead of time to give us the
notice necessary to make sure the aide will be able to reach us and that we know who they are.
Anyone who isn’t cleared ahead of time will be turned away.

We also know that parents may have concerns about Deer Ticks. We do have a minimal
population of ticks here at Silver Lake. But they are mostly the Wood Ticks you might find on
your household pet, and this species does not carry Lyme disease. However, it is a good idea
to check your child every night for any markings that look like a tick and remove it with
tweezers (or just use your fingers), making sure to get the head out where the tick is attached.
We will also teach your child how they can do their own self check every day.

The first day of camp each week, every Monday, will be a “show and tell” opportunity for the
campers. We want it to be something they can keep with them all day (i.e., not a pet or live
animal, and no electronics please). It will help the children to get to know each other a little
better!

We have again received an anonymous donation to provide every child with a healthy snack
option, every day of the 8 weeks of camp. Nevertheless, it is always a good idea to send your
child with a snack in case they don’t like the healthy snack option. But please make sure it is
something that will help keep their energy up for all of the fun activities they will be
participating in during the camp day. Please let us know of any food allergies as well.

Please also pack your children a water bottle or any other kind of refillable container so they
can refill at our water fountain and we can make sure they are properly hydrated all day long.
If it is a plastic water bottle, please write their name on it with a permanent marker. For those
full-day campers, lunch will be at 12 to 1 pm every day. Please pack a lunch that does not
need microwaving or refrigeration (but feel free to use ice packs).

Since we are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, save your camp payment receipts for tax
records. Our tax id # is 22-246-9083.

IMPORTANT: Please send your child with a plain white tee shirt by Wednesday every week
for us to tie dye and decorate as a keepsake for your child.

Please do not send your child with any electronics or cell phones (even if they are in extended
care).
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Don’t forget to pay the remainder of your balance by 5pm the Friday prior to each camp week
you register for, otherwise a $50 late fee is assessed. The “Multiples” discount only applies
until June 24 at 5pm.

Pickup and drop off: Drop off will be in our Auditorium and pick up will be in our Kids Play
Avrea Picnic Pavilion where there will be a sign-in and sign-out sheet for parents. To get in the
building, we will be using the front doors to the Center at the end of the paved walkway from
the parking lot. Drop off time is 9 am (unless you signed up for before care in which case
drop off time is 8 am). Please do not try to drop your child off any earlier than 8:55 am (or
7:55am for before care campers), the doors will be locked. Pickup times will be 12 pm for the
half-day campers, 4 pm for the full-day campers, and 5:30 pm for the aftercare campers. If
your child is signed up for extended care, please send your child with a book, a board game, or
something to occupy them (not including cell phones or electronics, which are not allowed).
Please also be prompt in picking up your child at 12 pm for half day, 4 pm for full day, or
5:30pm if you signed up for after care, otherwise we will be charging $20 every 15 minutes

you are late.

Child Pickup Authorization: Make sure you have filled out the section on the registration form
about who is allowed to pick up your child, and we require ALL people picking up
camper(s) to be pre-authorized by the parent/guardian and to show ID every single time
they pickup, no exceptions. Without proper authorization AND an 1D, the child will not
be released.

The Marsh Meanders and Waterfall Explorations, favorites of many campers, are times when
we get very muddy and wet. Please send your children in clothes and in securely attached
shoes that you don’t mind getting very wet and dirty as well as packing an extra set of clothes
and a towel. | will have a reminder on the welcome desk in the auditorium the day before
each of these events. If your child is a half day camper but still wishes to participate in these
special afternoon programs, you can pay the extra $25 difference between a half and a full
day for your child to stay the full day and participate (or any other afternoon activities they
might wish to try out).

If your child is going to have a birthday during the camp season and he or she wishes to
celebrate with their fellow campers, just let us know and we can arrange a time for you to
bring in a treat for the campers to share with the birthday child!

The Family Fun Night will be held on August 19 from 4 to 5:30 pm (free of charge). This is
an opportunity for the families of the campers from any of the weeks to come and see what
kinds of activities your children have been participating in, walk on the trails, and have an ice
cream social! Please RSVP by Aug 12 using my information below.

We know your children will have the time of their lives at Silver Lake Nature Center’s
Summer Camp. We are excited that you have chosen our very special camp for your children
to make lifetime friends and memories! If you have any questions, please contact me, Jennifer
Bilger: 1 am the Camp Director and Head Counselor, and my information is below.

Jennifer Bilger Summer Camp Director & Environmental Educator
267.880.5024, jlbilger@buckscounty.org

NAME OF CHILD(REN):
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:
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