
Animals of
Silver Lake

Nature Center



In the summer, adult white-tailed deer have a bright-reddish coat,
while in the winter it transitions into a dull grayish brown. Mating
season takes place in November and December, where the bucks
often mate with multiple females. They eat leaves, twigs, fruits, and
nuts. If they have access, they are likely to eat from gardens in urban
areas. Their large population poses a threat to forestry, as well as
increases the risk of disease transmission and motor vehicle collisions.

White-Tailed
Deer



Raccoons are nocturnal animals. They are omnivorous--feeding on
arthropods, rodents, plant matter, and more. Their population thrives
in cities where they can rummage through garbage for food. In the
winter, they become dormant due to a lack of food availability. They live
around 5 years in the wild and 20 years in captivity. Because of their
size, they are capable of fending off some predators.

North American
Raccoon



Beavers are the largest rodents in North America, weighing up to 66
pounds. Their long, flat tails help them swim fast, make calls, and
balance when carrying a log. They have webbed feet, strong teeth, and
waterproof fur. To prevent their teeth from growing too long, beavers
gnaw on wood. Beavers’ dam building ability alters ecosystems by
blocking rivers and streams, and creating new floodplains, ponds, and
lakes.

American Beaver



Red-Bellied Turtle

Red-bellied turtles live in slow-moving freshwater bodies. Their
populations are declining because of habitat destruction, making
them a threatened species. Male red-bellied turtles are smaller but
have longer claws and a thicker tail in comparison to females. Their
hard shell protects them, but eggs and hatchlings are vulnerable to
predators. They can often be found basking in the sun.



These turtles can be identified by the red patches behind their eyes.
They often live around warm, calm bodies of water. Here, they can
sometimes be found basking in the sun on a log. Their average lifespan
is 20-40 years, but they have been reported to live for up to 80 years in
the wild. Red-eared sliders get the name ‘slider’ from their ability to
quickly slide off of logs or rocks and into the water when scared.

Red-Eared
Slider



Groundhogs are classified as a marmot and a member of the squirrel
family. They typically live around forest edges bordering open fields or
meadows. These animals go into hibernation in the winter months,
relying on fat reserves accumulated during the summer and fall. In the
spring, female groundhogs may have a litter of up to 6 pups.
Groundhogs excel at digging deep, complex burrowing systems, as well
as swimming and climbing. 

Groundhog



Minks are discrete, nocturnal animals that live nearby water. They
eat reptiles, rodents, and fish that they can find at the water’s edge.
Except for during mating season, minks are solitary animals.  In
North America and Eurasia, minks are kept in captivity and bred in
order to harvest their valuable fur.

American Mink



Squirrels have adapted to living around urban or suburban areas.
They travel through treetops and can even swim across rivers. Their
diet consists of  nuts, fruits, seeds, fungi, and insects. They are
equipped with a powerful jaw, built for gnawing open nuts.  In
addition to that, their flexible ankle joints and curved claws allow
them to quickly descend trees.

Eastern Gray
Squirrel



Eastern American toads can be different shades of brown, gray,
and red, with yellow or tan accents. They burrow for most of the
day and come out to eat insects at night. Their preferred habitat is
an open field, pasture, or forest that contains leaf litter, loamy soil,
and moist hiding spots. They hibernate in the winter and emerge in
the springtime for mating season.

American Toad



The term garter snake encapsulates 35 species and subspecies of small to
medium sized snakes. Because of this, they vary in appearance.  They live
in forests and fields that are adjacent to water. During mating season, a
snake can hatch as many as 57 young. They use their exceptional sense of
smell to hunt prey, as well as communicate via pheromones. They also
self-regulate their body temperature by basking in the sun. While garter
snakes can produce a mild venom, they are incapable of seriously injuring
humans.

Garter Snake



Eastern cottontail is the most common rabbit species in North
America. They prefer grassy, open areas with shrubs for cover.
Instead of digging their own den, they make nest holes or use
burrows built by other species for shelter. Their diet relies
completely on the abundance of vegetation. 

Eastern Cottontail



They can usually be found in pairs or small groups. Red foxes
mostly eat rodents, but they also eat birds, reptiles, and
invertebrates. They use their urine to mark their territory, which
they share with the rest of their family group. After mating season in
the spring, female foxes can give birth to a litter of 4-6 kits.

Red Fox



Green
Frog

Most of them have green skin, but they can also be brown or olive
colored. The round patch of skin on the side of their head is actually
their eardrum, which is called the tympanum. Green frogs use their
tympanums to communicate, such as when defending their territory or
enticing a female. They occupy lakes, ponds, swamps, and more.
Because their skin is semi-permeable, fertilizer runoff can be extremely
harmful.



Snapping Turtle

They can often be found buried in mud in shallow water. Snapping
turtles are more aggressive on land than they are in water. On land, they
may lunge and snap. They have ridges on their shell, which can vary in
color from black to light brown. Their diet consists of plant and animal
matter, making them omnivores. The majority of their hunting occurs
at dusk and dawn.



Spring peepers are small tree frogs with lines that form an X-shape on
their back. They are camouflaged to look like tree bark but can also
turn darker or lighter to adapt to their surroundings. The pads on their
toes, as well as their webbed feet, make them good climbers. Despite
this, they spend most of the day hiding under leaf litter. At the end of
the day, they come out of hiding to feed on insects.

Spring Peeper



When they are born, they remain in their mother’s pouch until fully
developed. Opossums can thrive in many environments because of
their lack of food preference. Inside their long, pointed mouths they
have 50 teeth--more than any other North American mammal! If they
are threatened and have no means of escape, they can play dead for up
to several hours. They can be prey for bobcats, foxes, hawks, and owls.

Opossum



They can be found in mature woodlands with fallen logs, woody
debris, and leaf litter. Red-backed salamanders prefer to stay hidden
in leaf litter or underground tunnels. The presence of their species
can be an indicator of a healthy environment. However, they may be
threatened in the decades to come due to deforestation, urban
expansion, and soil contamination.

Red-backed
Salamander



Their name comes from the yellow, orange, and red markings on their
shell. Painted turtles enjoy basking in the sun--oftentimes on a log.
While this aims to raise their body temperature, it also helps to get rid
of leeches. They hunt by flushing their prey out of underwater
vegetation, but they will also feed on dead fish and the vegetation itself.
At night, they sleep at the bottom of the lake or stream that they reside
in.

Painted Turtle



These snakes are nonvenomous, but will bite repeatedly if
threatened. Their long teeth are adapted to help them maintain a
strong grip on their prey. Their prey consists of fish and amphibians,
which they swallow alive. They live in lakes, streams, ponds, or
wetlands where they can sometimes be found coiled up together
and basking in the sun. 

Common Watersnake



Muskrats are excellent swimmers, aided by their partially webbed
feet and strong tail. Their urine is used to mark pathways and lodges
throughout their home range. They usually live in marshes, where
they dig burrows near the water’s edge. Like minks, they are valued
for their thick, dense coat.

Muskrat



Unlike other snakes, black racers do not constrict their prey. They
are also nonvenomous, so they rely on their stealth and speed to
catch their meals. If they can successfully capture their prey, they
pin them onto the ground and suffocate them. They eat small
mammals, reptiles, birds, and more. 

Black Racer Snake



Box turtles are one of the few turtles that do not swim in water. They
have tall, domed shells which often have yellow markings. When
threatened, they have the ability to completely seal themselves into
their shell. They live in temperate, but not tropical regions and eat
plants and insects.

Box Turtle



The Italian Wall Lizard is native to Europe, but was introduced to the
U.S. in the 1960's. They are solitary creatures who spend the daytime
hunting for food, basking in the sun, or resting in their shelter. Their
diet consists of mostly arthropods. In the winter, they hibernate
deep underground to stay warm.

Italian Wall Lizard



DeKay’s brownsnake typically only grows to be 9-13 inches long, with
the longest recorded being 20 inches. They are docile,
nonvenomous snakes who when threatened, try to make
themselves appear bigger and secrete a musky smell from the base
of their tail. They prefer moist environments and eat slugs,
earthworms, and snails.

DeKay’s Brownsnake


