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Center‌



Mallard Ducks

Common in the Northern Hemisphere, Mallard ducks eat
aquatic plants and small animals. They live in areas with
shallow water and prefer to live in flocks.



American Goldfinch

American goldfinches are
a common bird, native to

North America. They
prefer to live in fields and
meadows where they eat

mostly seeds.



Mourning
Dove

These birds are
often mistaken as

‘morning’ doves
because of their

early morning
calls. Their diet is

primarily made up
of seeds and they

can fly up to 55
miles per hour.



Standing at 4 feet
tall, they are the

largest heron
species in North

America. They hunt
for fish and other

aquatic animals near
open water and

wetlands.

Great Blue
Heron



Carolina Chickadee

The Carolina chickadee is a songbird that is native to
southeastern U.S. and can often be found at bird feeders. They
are known for their cheerful call.



Red-Tailed
Hawk

They are carnivorous, most
commonly preying on rodents

and lagomorphs. Red-tailed
hawks are partial migrants,
with northern populations

migrating southward during
the fall.



Common
Yellowthroat

Found in marshes and shrubby habitats throughout North
America, common yellowthroats can be recognized for the yellow
patch beneath their chin.



Cedar
Waxwing

Cedar waxwings often travel
in flocks and inhabit

woodland areas with nearby
streams.  A group of them can

be called an “ear-full” or a
“museum”. 



Turkey Vulture
Turkey vultures are
scavengers. They
use their sense of
smell to locate
dead animals and
eat them. Their
bald heads prevent
accumulation of
bacteria, protecting
them from
infection.



Red-Winged Blackbird

The males are
identifiable by their red
shoulder patches, but
the females are mostly
brown. Red-winged
blackbirds are
territorial and will often
attack larger birds.



White-Breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted nuthatches collect and
store seeds in bark crevices, which they
eat when insects are scarce. They
sweep in and around their nest with a
crushed insect to repel predators.  .



American Robin

The American robin is
likely the first bird that

you hear in the morning
during spring and

summer. They like to eat
insects, berries, and

earthworms.



Bald Eagle
Bald eagles are predators
and scavengers--feeding
on fish, other birds, and
mammals. Their
population was on a
decline for most of the
20  century, but has
been on the road to
recovery after the
banning of DDT in 1972
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Red-bellied
Woodpecker

They forage by
searching for insects

on tree trunks, and
can even catch an

insect flying in the air.
Red-bellied

woodpeckers also
store nuts and seeds

in bark crevices to be
eaten in the winter.



Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds

extend their bill and tongue
into the center of flowers to eat
the nectar.  They are attracted
to red, orange, or pink tubular

flowers such as trumpet vine.



Blue Jay
Blue jays prefer habitats
with many oak or beech
trees. 75% of their diet is
made up of vegetable
matter, but they also eat
insects, bird eggs, and
sometimes small rodents.



Northern
Cardinal
The male northern cardinals are bright
red (left), while the females are brown
and tan (right). However, both share
the orange-colored bill. They like to eat
seeds, insects, and berries. In bird
feeders, they prefer sunflower seeds.



Tufted Titmouse
In the summer, tufted titmice
prey on caterpillars. They also
eat seeds, which they crack
open by pounding them with
their bill. In the winter, these
birds form small flocks.



American Crow

Crows are intelligent,
social birds. Despite
multiple attempts at
extermination from

humans, their population
remains abundant. These
birds are omnivorous and

will eat just about
anything.



Canada Goose
Canada geese nest near water with
their flocks. The males defend their
territory with intimidating displays.
These birds follow a rigid migratory
path--but in some urban areas, they
remain permanent residents all year
round



Downy
Woodpecker

These birds
forage on

trees, shrubs,
and weed

stalks. They
tap on trees

with their bills
to uncover and

eat insects.



Hairy
Woodpecker

Hairy woodpeckers are
larger than downy
woodpeckers, therefore
they require larger trees.
They also have longer
bills and a louder call.
Despite their differences,
the two can often be
found together.



Purple Martin
Purple martin
populations have
been on a decline,
possibly due to
competition with
starlings. Silver Lake
Nature Center closely
monitors their
population at our
purple martin gourd
rack.



Song Sparrow

Song sparrows forage on the
ground, in shallow water, and
on trees. They are more likely

to visit a bird feeder if it is
close to good cover, as they

prefer to stay hidden.



Dark-eyed Junco

Dark-eyed juncos forage on the ground, looking for seeds and
insects. Their nests are rarely more than 10' above ground.
Even when they visit bird feeders, they typically look
underneath for food instead of perching on the feeding tray.



Yellow Warbler
Yellow warblers
migrate at night,
moving down
south as early as
August. They
prefer to live near
bushes, swamp
edges, streams,
and gardens. Up
to ⅔ of their diet
consists of
caterpillars.



Baltimore
Oriole

Their plant fiber nests can
be seen hanging from

trees. Baltimore orioles
enjoy insects, berries, and

nectar.



Osprey
Ospreys catch fish by

diving head first into
water and grabbing

the fish with their
talons. They can be

found near both
freshwater and

saltwater, and the
type of fish that they

eat depends on which
region they are in.


